Wright

134

Wright

and an. extensive knowledge of anatomy, so
that lie was offered a demonstratorship, which
probably would have led to a higher position,
but blood-poisoning from a wound received
in dissecting a case of confluent small-pox
produced such serious results that he was
unable to accept the office. On recovering
liis health he passed the College of Surgeons
in 1832, and shortly afterwards settled at
Cheltenham, Here he acquired a large prac-
tice, became medical officer of health to the
urban district, and was for many years sur-
geon to the general hospital. In 1846 he
graduated M.B. at St. Andrews University.

Wright's enthusiasm for scientific studies
never Sagged. At first he was engrossed in
delicate microscopic work, "but when this
proved too trying to his eyes, he devoted
himself to palaeontology and gradually formed
a collection of Jurassic fossils which was rich
in cephalopods, and perhaps unequalled for
sea-urchins and starfish. Notwithstanding
his many occupations he found time to be an
active member of the Cotteswold Club, an
enthusiastic advocate of science as a branch
of education, and a frequent lecturer at all
places within reach of Cheltenham. His
power of exposition, ample stores of know-
ledge? and remarkably fine presence made
Mm an educational force in the Severn valley.

Such vacations as Wright's profession per-
mitted were devoted to travel in Britain and
on the continent in order to enlarge his
knowledge, especially of Jurassic rocks and
fossils, fie was the author of about thirty-two
papers on geological subjects, seven of them
published in the * Quarterly Journal7 of the
Geological Society; but one of the most
valuable, on the correlation of the Jurassics
of the Cote d'Or with those in Gloucester-
shire and Wiltshire, appeared in the * Pro-
ceedings ' of the Cotteswold Club. Yet more
important were his contributions to the
volumes of the Palaeontographical Society.
He was engaged from 1855 to 1882 in de-
scribing the sea-urchins and starfishes of the
Jurassic and cretaceous formations, in which
task at the outset he had counted on aid from
Professor Edward Forbes [q. v.], but the
early death of the latter left him to work
single-handed. In 1878 he began the ' Lias
Ammonites,* which was just completed at his
death. This palaeontological work was pub-
lished by the Palaeontological Society (Lon-
don, 1878-84, 4to), and fills four large and
well-illustrated volumes.

Wright was elected F.R.S.E. in 1855;
RG.S. in 1859, receiving the Wollaston
medal in 1878; president of the geological
section at the British Association meeting
in 1875; F.K.S. in 1879, He also received

honorary distinctions from various British
and foreign societies.
Wright died on 17 Nov. 1884. His fine
collection of fossils was purchased for an
American museum. He was twice married:
first, to Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Captain
Vincent May of Liverpool; and, secondly, in
1845, to Mary, youngest daughter of Sir Ro-
bert Tristram Bicketts, bart., of the Elms,
Cheltenham. She died in 1878, leaving one
son, Thomas Lawrence Wright, and two
daughters, the elder married to Edward Best-
bridge Wethered, a well-known geologist;
and the younger to Canon Charles Byron
Wilcox, vicar of Christ Church, Birmingham.
[Hemoir (with portrait) ia the Midland Medi-
cal Miscellany, 1 Nov. 1883; obituary notices,
Quarterly Journal G-eol. Soc. xli. (1885), Proc.
p. 39; Geol.Mag, 1885, p. 93 (with list of papers);
information from E. B. Wethered, esq.]
T. G. B.
WRIGHT, WALLEB EODWTELL (d.
1826), author of * Horse lonicse/ was British
consul-general for the republic of the Seven
Islands (Ionian Islands) from 1800 to 1804.
On his return to England he became re-
corder for Bury St. Edmunds. Subsequently
he was president of the court of appeals at
Malta, where he died in 18:26. Wright's
library at Zante was rifled by the French in
1804, and the materials which he had col-
lected for a work upon the Greek islands
were scattered or destroyed. His remi-
niscences took the form of ' Horse lonicse:
a Poem descriptive of the Ionian Islands
and part of the adjacent coast of Greece7
(London, 1809, 8vo). There are some charm-
ing lines among its heroic couplets, the
work throughout of an ardent disciple of
Pope. A 'Postscript' contains a few re-
marks upon the Modern Greek spoken in
the Ionian Islands. To the third edition
(London, 1816, 12ino) were appended
'Orestes, a Tragedy: from the Italian of
Count Vittor Alfieri' (this was in blank
verse, for which Wright showed little apti-
tude), and two odes. One of these odes, on
the Duke of Gloucester's Installation at
Cambridge, had been printed in 1811 and
forwarded in September by Dallas to Byron,
who wrote: ' It is evidently the production
of a man of taste and a poet, though I
should not be willing to say it was fully
equal to what might be expected from the
author of " Horse lonicse."' In reference to
this poem Byron had previously written in
1 English Bards:7
Blest is the man who dare approach the bower
"Where dwelt the Muses in their natal hour ...
Wright, 'twas thy happy lot at once to view
Those shores of Glory, and to sing them too.